
then aimed it 
back at the 
sunset. Sounds 
all back asswards 
but somehow 
it tends to work 
more often than 
not. The only 
explaination 
I can give 
is that the camera starts out “thinking” it has to 
capture as much light as possible from the flash ... 
but wait ... what’s all this light (sunset) and shuts 
down the exposure at the speed of light. The result 
is the faster exposure I wanted. ...that’s the way I 
see it anyway.
Now that I captured the sunset I had been looking 
at, all that was needed was the removal of a pole 
and some wires!!
In PhotoShop, I used a cloning tool that was only a 
few pixels wider than the wire to avoid the telltale 
multiple rows of cloned areas. Whenever the 
colour changed along the wire, I would change the 
tool area choice. This would happen about every 
half an inch. The constant changing can seem 
frustrating but it is necessary to hide the trail of 
actions taking place.
The next step was to put the photo of the building 
on a layer above the cleaned-up sunset. Next a 
layer mask was added to the building photo and 
the dark sky was painted away to reveal the the 
sunset. A tip to speed this process is to use the 
magic wand to pick the dark sky and you can paint 
away quickly. This leaves the building edge areas 
for the zoomed-in careful painting. 
At the start of the article I called this the impossible 
photo. You do not have to know any backgound 
information about the location. Just look carefully 
at the photo. The building is in full sun but the 
sunset/sunrise is behind the building. Check the 
shadows! 
Always take care with lighting. Remember the 
forger. Make your pictures appear as natural and 
unaltered as possible. Have fun!

PUT YOUR SWIPE FILES TO USE
There is not much that is better than a good 
example to explain a point.
Earlier, I talked about swipe files and mentioned 
replacing a bad sky day with a great one. You 
can also replace a good sky with another one for 
an impossible picture like the one at the end of 
this article. 
 

This first picture is looking south at the new 
UPS-SCS facility in Burlington. Intense dark 
storm clouds were to the south east as the sun 
was setting behind me. The extreme contrast 
really made the bright building stand out. 
I thought the photo looked great.
Moments later, the sky behind me was turning 
into a brilliant sunset. There was little chance to 
relocate as the lighting was changing quickly.
Rather than loose a sunset, I started shooting 
with the intension of removing the unwanted 
pole and wires. 

Another problem that crept into play was the 
exposure for the shot. The camera was choosing 
areas around the intensity of the sun and the 
resulting photos seemed somewhat washed out. 
Technology is great but not yet perfect. Try to 
understand it a bit and do a work around.
What was needed was a faster exposure to 
add detail to the bright area and accenting the 
shadows as a result. I had little control over 
shutter speed and reverted to an old trick that 
seems more suited to digital than to film. I 
turned on the flash, aimed the camera below 
the horizon and depressed the shutter button 
slightly (so the camera reads the dark area) and 
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Well, the end of our year is fast approaching 
and we have some house keeping  to do. First 
we have to elect a new executive. Please see the 
slate of officers and remember the floor is open 
to nominations as well. We have a position open 
for member at large, so if you would like to have 
more say as to what happens in the club or 
you know someone you think would be a good 
representative, now is the time to speak up. 
Speaking of voting, the executive has selected 
4 finalists for the logo contest. The logos will 
be on display at the meeting and we will have 
a vote by secret ballot. The new name tags will 
be available at the HACK BBQ on Saturday July 
21st . We will email you out directions and if you 
could let us know if you could bring a salad or 
dessert. Its BYOB but the club will be supplying 
the main course as well as a non-alcoholic 
punch. More details will be in the email the last 
week in June.
I would like to thank the current executive for 
all the support they give the club. With out 
them we would not have any guest speakers 
and we would not have a growing membership. 
On a special note thanks to Ralf, who has been 
the newsletter editor for as long as I have been 
president. Ralf is retiring as the editor and 
has served the club well. He has also fixed up 
my message when I made mistakes and filled 
in when I have not had the time to type out a 
message. The new editor is Jim Auty, do you 
really know what you have got yourself in to?
If you missed the last meeting you missed a 
great one, Tim Philip of the Hamilton Amateur 
Astronomers (amateurastronomy.org) gave us 
a presentation about the universe and all that 
goes with it. It was a live, real time presentation 
using the program Starry Night. If you or your 
family have ever been interested in the stars or 
our universe this is definitely the place to start. 
The application will even connect to a telescope 
and find the star you want to look at. I have 
spent several nights in my back yard looking 
at Venus and Saturn. Venus is a very bright 
planet and I thought it was the north star, but 
why it was in the western sky. Now I know. As 

the saying goes “ I wish they 
had this stuff when I was in 
school” If we are lucky he 
may even be at the BBQ with 
a telescope! 
This month we welcome 
Chris Vandermarel from 
Creative Technology. Chris 
is an aspiring videographer 
and editor. Although he is 
studying at Wilfrid Laurier 
University in Waterloo in 
business he has a lot of 
knowledge and talent when 
it comes to Final Cut. After 
watching his resume, yes I 
said watching, it was enough 
to get him an interview. He 
is incredibly talented when it 
comes to the Mac and Final 
Cut. He has not had much 
time with the new Final Cut 
Studio 2 but I am hopeful he 
will be able to show us some 
of the great new features. This 
is high end software that is 
used by production studios as 
well as CNN, BBC and others. 
The cost is $1,499.00. So it is 
only for the real serious home 
video editor, and those who 
have out grown Final Cut 
Express. 
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Executive

The Apple Macintosh User Group of Hamilton is a non-profit 
organization that meets informally at 6:30 PM, the second 
Wednesday of each month at the Marlatt Family Center, 195 
King St. W., Dundas.
This group is made up of users of the Apple Macintosh 
family of personal computers, whose interests range from 
word processing to publishing, music, and games to formal 
presentations, art to accounting and often times . . . more. Our 
main purpose is to provide a forum for questions, solutions 
and inspiration for everyday computing. 
For more information about the user group, please attend 
the next Club meeting, contact a member of the executive, or 
visit our web site.

EDITOR’S NOTES…
By Jim Auty

The last HACK meeting was moved from our regular 
location to The Creative Technology store in Burlington 
(see advert below). Thanks to Dave Walton for making 
the space available to the club. In future, do a quick 
check of your e-mail before setting out for the next 
meeting ... there may be last minute changes that are 
out of the club’s control. In other words, checking e-
mail takes less time than driving to an alternate location 
after arriving at the old location.
The May meeting was far more informative than I had 
envisioned it to be. Initially, the thought of watching 
patterns of white dots against a black background 
just did not jump out and arouse me much. But, 
Tim Philip of the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers 
(amateurastronomy.org) changed that by doing a great 
job of  presenting the program from varied points of 
view. Some of his remarks drew audience comments 
and that proved we were awake and listening to what 
he had to say. I am sure that pleased him as well. 
The meeting was also something new for him as he did 
the presentation from an Apple laptop. Tim works on a 
PC. This was his first time on a PowerBook and he felt 
comfortable and at ease with the similarities in how the 
program performed.
The program had caught my attention. Especially the 
part where you can turn your screen presentation to 
red so it does not interfere with your eyes. This allows 

you to use your laptop on night field trips.
I ventured off to the web site to check features and 
package prices. There are several versions from beginner 
class to the pro users, combo packs and upgrade special 
to suit many different levels of interest and pocketbook 
depth. They even had a desktop widget. Now that was 
my speed for starters. The download was quick and 
easy. On the widget you typed in your location and got 
a scaled down version of your night sky. At least I had 

something that  got me closer to 
the stars. If I really got hooked 
on this, there might be a chance 
to spend night shifts atop the 
building at work. Sure would 
be different from watching 
survaillence monitors!
The next morning at the 

breakfast table, I opened the Hamilton Spectator and to my 
surprise, there was a picture of a starry night! Jeff Mahoney 
had written a piece entitled “Houston, we have a yearning 
...” about “Gliese 581c”.. “a planet, a mere trillion miles away, 
that European scientists recently came upon with one of their 
telescopes. They think it could be inhabitable.” and so on.
There were lots of interesting points. “A new home we could 
fly to when we’ve destroyed this one...” “we would find Gliese 
581c uninhabited but lush with life, much like we imagine the 
Garden of Eden, before Adam and Eve got there, had kids ...” 
“... start anew. Eliminate some of the really horrible mistakes 
we have made here on Earth. Telemarketing, for instance ...” 
“If the Gliesens are less advanced than humans we’ll exploit 
them mercilessly ...” “If they were more advanced then they may 
enslave us.” “We’ve just discovered Gliese 581c. Maybe they’ve 
known about us for centuries. 
Imagine their excitement at finding intelligent life here. The 
dolphins.” An enjoyable article. Let your imagination run wild 
when you go star gazing.

Swipe Files and Why You Need Them.
This is aimed at those of you who need a little creative nudge every 
now and then. 
Swipe files are basically a collection of pages, pictures, articles or 
adverts that have tickled your curiosity or fancy in some way. They 
worked for you.
Instead of them just disappearing into a memory chasim somewhere, 
keep them close by for when you need ideas. Keep them to enhance 
your work.
An example:
Not too long ago there was a change in the weather and the sky in 
one direction was filled with brilliant white clouds against a dark 
blue sky. In the other direction, the sun kept trying to see past 
ominous clouds that wanted to change day into night. 
I started taking pictures in every direction. On a digital camera 
there is no big investment like there was with film.
Cloud pictures by themselves are not always great pictures. They 
do make bad cloud day pictures much better. How? ... you ask.
With a photo editing program like Photoshop, you simply place your 
cloud picture on a layer under a layer with your bad cloud day 
picture. Working with a layer mask, just paint away the bad sky 
exposing the brilliant cloud filled sky. With practise, the process 
gets easier and you could easily collect enough sky scapes to fill a 
DVD with your own stock photo album.
So why do they call this a swipe file? In this case you swiped a sky 
from one day and put it into your picture today.
Other swipe files are often a collection of other people’s work. 
But I cannot copy their stuff?
That is true if you are going to publish it. But you are not going to 
do that. What you are going to do is reproduce it ... as a training 
or practise. A great forger is never pleased until his work goes 
undetected. A great way for you to become great at ... say page 
layout ... is to reproduce what someone else has done. When you 
can easily do that, time after time, your own work excels.
Get going and start collecting now!!


