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Install and Uninstall - continued from Page 2

Reclaim Hard Drive Space - continued from Page 3

In iTunes, look for old podcasts (or even TV 
shows); if you’re never going to play them again, 
delete them. In iPhoto, you don’t need 13 different 
versions of every vacation photo—save the best 
shot or two of each scene and delete the rest.
If your laptop is not 
your main Mac, make 
sure your main Mac has 
copies of all your media 
files, and then remove 
the files you don’t need 
frequent access to from 
your laptop.

Clean caches
Many applications, 
as well as OS X itself, 
cache data to improve 
their performance. Over 
time, these caches can 
grow enormous, bogging 
down performance and 
eating up disk space.
You can usually 
delete cache files with 
impunity, because the applications that created 
them regenerate them automatically the next 
time they’re needed. You’ll find many of them in 
/Library/Caches and your user folder/Library/
Caches. To simplify the process, use a utility 
that automatically deletes caches, such as 
Maintain’s Cocktail ($15).

Eliminate excess e-mail
If you habitually save copies of all your e-mail 
messages (especially if that includes outgoing 
messages), your e-mail can take up tons of 
disk space. Consider using a program such as 
Pubblog.com’s MailSteward ($50) to archive 
older messages to external media or another 
computer.
For messages stored in your e-mail client, 
attachments increase space requirements even 
further. In Mail, you can remove attachments 
from saved or sent messages—a good idea if you 
have copies of the files elsewhere—by selecting 
one or more messages and choosing Message: 
Remove Attachments.

Digital dust bunnies
There are lots of other little bits and pieces that 
accumulate on your hard drive. Occasionally, you 
need to sweep them away and do what you can to 
keep them from accumulating again.

To uninstall most programs on a Mac, go to the 
Applications folder. Drag the program’s folder to 
the Trash and empty the Trash. That’s it—you’re 
done. Really. OK, it’s true that there will still be 
some small bits related to the application left over. 
If you really want to make sure you get everything, 
look in your user folder/Library/Application 
Support for any references to the program. Also 
check in your user folder/Library/Preferences for 
the program’s preferences. If you find something 
related to the uninstalled program, you can drag 
it to the Trash. But there’s really no need to—the 
files you find won’t cause any damage if they’re 
simply left alone.
If you had to double-click on an installer to 
install a program, try rerunning the installer first. 
In most cases, after you launch it you’ll see an 
uninstall option that will automatically remove all 
the program’s files. Run this. If you don’t see such 
an option, check the program’s documentation or 
online help for uninstall instructions.

Last month’s meeting was a snowed out 
and our speaker will not be able to make 
it this month. Alan Adams and myself have 
a semi sneak peak at one of Apples newest 
products, namely the all-new 802.11n 
Airport Extreme Base Station. This may 
not be new to all of you, but I am sure most 
of you have not acquired it yet. Canada 
only received a small number of the latest 
version of the new AirPort. I ordered 7 and 
only received 3. I also had an order at the 
Apple store online and it came two weeks 
after I got the order for the store. The other 
day I had an email from Apple that said no 
further shipments will be made until the 
end of March and those may be postponed 
even further. So that is why this is a sneak peak.

We also are going to start a contest for some great prizes. The club logo is 
over 20 years old and in black and white. A new and updated color logo 
would be a lot better looking. So we are opening it up to all club members 
to come up with what you think is a good logo; just remember the name is 
not changing. We will still be known as HACK. You can email all your ideas 
to me and the executive will select the top 3 in May. At our June meeting 
we will make the final decision together as to the winning submission.

On another note, Creative Technology will be at the Hamilton Home Show 
on March 23 to 25. I am looking for volunteers to man the booth and show 
off the computers as well as tell people about the club and what we are 
all about. There is no cost to the club and you will get a free ticket to the 
show. If you would like to get involved, let me know at the meeting or email 
me. I also have $2.00 discount coupons for anybody that would like to go 
to the show.

See you all this Wednesday
Dave
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• Use a Finder search or a utility like CleanApp to 
identify files you haven’t used in a long time. If you 
haven’t touched a file in a year, archive it to external 
media and delete the original.
• You’ll probably accumulate installers and disk-
image files in your browser’s Downloads folder. 

Once you’ve installed a 
piece of software, you 
can usually delete the 
installer or disk image.
• Your Documents 
folder is often the 
default storage spot for 
applications. Every few 
months, scan it and its 
subfolders, and delete 
any items you no longer 
need.
• Try emptying your 
trash (Finder: Empty 
Trash) at least once a 
month.
• Compress files that you 
want to keep but that you 
use infrequently—select 

a file or folder and choose File: Create Archive Of file 
name. Then delete the original, uncompressed item. 
(Allume’s StuffIt Deluxe [$80] produces smaller file 
archives.)

http://www.maintain.se/cocktail
http://www.mailsteward.com/
http://www.allume.com/
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Executive

The Apple Macintosh User Group of Hamilton is a non-profit 
organization that meets informally at 6:30 PM, the second 
Wednesday of each month at the Marlatt Family Center, 195 King 
St. W., Dundas.
This group is made up of users of the Apple Macintosh family of 
personal computers, whose interests range from word processing 
to publishing, music, and games to formal presentations, art 
to accounting and often times . . . more. Our main purpose is 
to provide a forum for questions, solutions and inspiration for 
everyday computing. 
For more information about the user group, please attend the 
next Club meeting, contact a member of the executive, or visit our 
web site.

Reclaim hard-drive space
By Joe Kissel

Hard drives have a way of filling up—especially 
laptop drives. Although desktop Macs come with 
up to 750GB of hard-drive space, some Mac laptops 
still ship with hard drives as small as 60GB and 
the biggest laptop drive money can buy holds 
only 200GB. Install OS X and your favorite apps, 
and then add your music collection, photos, and 
videos—and that space can disappear in a flash.
If you can’t get a larger hard drive for your portable 
Mac, the easiest way to get more storage space 
is to get rid of stuff you don’t need. To start the 
process, consider the following suggestions.

Abolish applications
Your programs can consume a surprising amount 
of space: iPhoto 6, for example, takes up more than 
500MB. You can reclaim a significant amount of 
space by looking through your Applications folder 
for programs you never use and then deleting 
those apps.
Once you’ve identified a program you don’t need, 
you can’t just drag it to the Trash. Many apps stash 
resources all over your hard drive, making it hard 
to delete all of them manually. Several utilities 
can help you find and remove apps and all their 
auxiliary pieces—for instance, Austin Sarner and 
Brian Ball’s $13 AppZapper, Synium Software’s 
CleanApp ($10), and Reggie Ashworth’s AppDelete 
(free).
You can also reduce the size of the applications you 
want to keep by using J. Schrier and I. Stein’s free 
Monolingual utility. Most apps come with support 
for different languages; removing that support for 
languages you don’t need can dramatically shrink 
an application’s footprint. Monolingual automates 
this task. By removing all languages except 
versions of English from my three Macs, I trimmed 
between 1.4GB and 2.5GB off my hard drive.

Prune printer drivers
Weeding out printer drivers you don’t need is 
another good way to make more room on your 
hard drive. This is especially true if you don’t 
usually print from your laptop. By default, OS X 
installs about 2GB of printer drivers in /Library/
Printers. To save space, delete any printer brands 
you never use. Start by dragging the entire folder 
representing a selected brand to the Trash. If you 
need still more space, delete drivers for individual 
printers. But be careful: If you take your laptop 
on the road or buy a new printer later on, you may 
wish you had one of those drivers. So delete only 
the brands and models you’re certain about.

Find the big files
Your next step is to find your biggest remaining 
files. A good way to start is by creating a Finder 
smart folder that locates files bigger than 5MB. 
(If the smart folder finds just a few files, decrease 
the size to 3MB; if it finds many thousands, 
increase the size to 7MB or 10MB.) Display the 
folder’s contents in List view, and then sort them 
either by size or by type (music, photos, or disk 
images, say). You won’t automatically delete all 
your large files, but sorting them this way makes 
it easier to see which ones are needlessly taking 
up space.
A couple of utilities can also help. ID-Design’s 
WhatSize (free) automatically sorts all files and 
folders at the root level of your drive, by size 
(including files that are normally invisible). For 
people who are visually oriented, Erwin Bonsma’s 
GrandPerspective (free) scans a volume or folder 
and creates a visual representation of the space 
occupied by each file on it.

Cull your media files
For many of us, photos, movies, and music files 
are the biggest disk hogs. A typical iTunes track 
occupies about 4MB; a typical photo runs about 
1.5MB; a one-hour TV show from the iTunes 
Store occupies more than 250MB.
Begin by weeding out duplicates. In iTunes, go 
to View: Show Duplicates to display all tracks 
with identical names. Unfortunately, this 
frequently shows you tracks that are different 
but just happen to have the same title. For a 
more intelligent approach, try Wooden Brain 
Concepts’ iDupe ($8), which scans track names 
and other data to help you more easily identify 
true duplicates. Simi-larly, with iPhoto, try 
Brattoo Propaganda’s Duplicate Annihilator 
($8), which does for photos what iDupe does for 
music.

Install and Uninstall
New OS X users commonly ask this question: “How do I install 
and uninstall applications?” The answer depends on the program, 
but the good news is that both tasks are very easy to do.

Install It If you’re installing software that came on a CD or DVD, 
insert the disc into your Mac. A Finder window will open showing 
the contents of the disc, and most commercial software will have 
some form of Read Me file or simple instructions visible in the 
disc’s window. Usually all you’ll need to do is drag a folder from 
the disc’s window to the desired final location on your hard drive—
typically the top-level Applications folder.
If you’re installing a more-complex program—Adobe Photoshop 
CS, for example—you might need to double-click on an installer 
to start the process. Once this specialized program launches, 
follow its on-screen instructions. The installer will place all of the 
program’s files in the right places.
Software you download from the Internet requires a few more 
steps. These programs are almost always compressed, so you’ll 
need to double-click on the file to expand it. Most downloads 
will expand into something called a disk image, which uses the 
extension .dmg. This is like a virtual hard drive or a virtual CD, 
and is a convenient way to place a number of related files together 
for installation. Double-click on the disk-image file, and it will 
show up in the Finder just like another hard drive, CD, or DVD. 
Now you can drag the program you want to install out of the disk 
image’s window onto your Applications folder. This is a critical step 
because you don’t want to run the program from the disk image! 
Eject the disk image, and then trash the downloaded archive and 
disk-image file.

Uninstall It Installing Mac applications is clearly a piece of 
cake. But what about uninstalling them? For many Mac converts, 
this is one of those ah moments—uninstalling programs is very 
simple. Unlike the Window OSs, OS X has no strange .dll files 
or registry, and programs typically install everything they need 
to run within the application itself (excluding some settings 
files in your user folder). As a result, what is almost always a 
laborious process on a Windows PC is a very quick operation 
on a Mac.
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http://www.woodenbrain.com/
http://www.brattoo.com/propaganda/

