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The next meeting is on:
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March 14,2007
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6:30 PM.
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NEXT EXECUTIVE MEETING...
March 19,2007
at Creative Technology

This newsletter was
produced using
InDesign CS

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Last month’s meeting was a snowed out
and our speaker will not be able to make
it this month. Alan Adams and myself have
a semi sneak peak at one of Apples newest
products, namely the all-new 802.11n
Airport Extreme Base Station. This may
not be new to all of you, but [ am sure most
of you have not acquired it yet. Canada
only received a small number of the latest
version of the new AirPort. I ordered 7 and
only received 3. I also had an order at the
Apple store online and it came two weeks
after I got the order for the store. The other
day I had an email from Apple that said no
further shipments will be made until the
end of March and those may be postponed
even further. So that is why this is a sneak peak.

We also are going to start a contest for some great prizes. The club logo is
over 20 years old and in black and white. A new and updated color logo
would be a lot better looking. So we are opening it up to all club members
to come up with what you think is a good logo; just remember the name is
not changing. We will still be known as HACK. You can email all your ideas
to me and the executive will select the top 3 in May. At our June meeting
we will make the final decision together as to the winning submission.

On another note, Creative Technology will be at the Hamilton Home Show
on March 23 to 25. [ am looking for volunteers to man the booth and show
off the computers as well as tell people about the club and what we are
all about. There is no cost to the club and you will get a free ticket to the
show. If you would like to get involved, let me know at the meeting or email
me. [ also have $2.00 discount coupons for anybody that would like to go
to the show.
See you all this Wednesday
Dave

“...and 847 e-mails asking me to support anti-spam legislation!”


http://www.maintain.se/cocktail
http://www.mailsteward.com/
http://www.allume.com/




RECLAIM HARD-DRIVE SPACE
By Joe Kissel

Hard drives have a way of filling up—especially
laptop drives. Although desktop Macs come with
up to 750GB of hard-drive space, some Mac laptops
still ship with hard drives as small as 60GB and
the biggest laptop drive money can buy holds
only 200GB. Install OS X and your favorite apps,
and then add your music collection, photos, and
videos—and that space can disappear in a flash.
Ifyou can’t get a larger hard drive for your portable
Mac, the easiest way to get more storage space
is to get rid of stuff you don’t need. To start the
process, consider the following suggestions.

Abolish applications

Your programs can consume a surprising amount
of space: iPhoto 6, for example, takes up more than
S500MB. You can reclaim a significant amount of
space by looking through your Applications folder
for programs you never use and then deleting
those apps.

Once you've identified a program you don’t need,
you can’t just drag it to the Trash. Many apps stash
resources all over your hard drive, making it hard
to delete all of them manually. Several utilities
can help you find and remove apps and all their
auxiliary pieces—for instance, Austin Sarner and
Brian Ball’s $13 AppZapper, Synium Software’s
CleanApp ($10), and Reggie Ashworth’s AppDelete
(free).

You can also reduce the size of the applications you
want to keep by using J. Schrier and I. Stein’s free
Monolingual utility. Most apps come with support
for different languages; removing that support for
languages you don’t need can dramatically shrink
an application’s footprint. Monolingual automates
this task. By removing all languages except
versions of English from my three Macs, I trimmed
between 1.4GB and 2.5GB off my hard drive.

Prune printer drivers

Weeding out printer drivers you don’t need is
another good way to make more room on your
hard drive. This is especially true if you don’t
usually print from your laptop. By default, OS X
installs about 2GB of printer drivers in /Library/
Printers. To save space, delete any printer brands
you never use. Start by dragging the entire folder
representing a selected brand to the Trash. If you
need still more space, delete drivers for individual
printers. But be careful: If you take your laptop
on the road or buy a new printer later on, you may
wish you had one of those drivers. So delete only
the brands and models you’re certain about.

Find the big files

Your next step is to find your biggest remaining
files. A good way to start is by creating a Finder
smart folder that locates files bigger than SMB.
(If the smart folder finds just a few files, decrease
the size to 3MB; if it finds many thousands,
increase the size to 7MB or 10MB.) Display the
folder’s contents in List view, and then sort them
either by size or by type (music, photos, or disk
images, say). You won’t automatically delete all
your large files, but sorting them this way makes
it easier to see which ones are needlessly taking
up space.

A couple of utilities can also help. ID-Design’s
WhatSize (free) automatically sorts all files and
folders at the root level of your drive, by size
(including files that are normally invisible). For
people who are visually oriented, Erwin Bonsma’s
GrandPerspective (free) scans a volume or folder
and creates a visual representation of the space
occupied by each file on it.

Cull your media files

For many of us, photos, movies, and music files
are the biggest disk hogs. A typical iTunes track
occupies about 4MB; a typical photo runs about
1.5MB; a one-hour TV show from the iTunes
Store occupies more than 250MB.

Begin by weeding out duplicates. In iTunes, go
to View: Show Duplicates to display all tracks
with identical names. Unfortunately, this
frequently shows you tracks that are different
but just happen to have the same title. For a
more intelligent approach, try Wooden Brain
Concepts’ iDupe ($8), which scans track names
and other data to help you more easily identify
true duplicates. Simi-larly, with iPhoto, try
Brattoo Propaganda’s Duplicate Annihilator
($8), which does for photos what iDupe does for
music.

continued on Page 4

Creative Technology
Burlington’s newest Apple dealer invites
all HACK members to our convienent location.
SPECIAL HAMILTON MAC USER’S GROUP DISCOUNTS
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http://find.macworld.com/2432
http://find.macworld.com/2447
http://find.macworld.com/2448
http://monolingual.sourceforge.net/
http://find.macworld.com/2433
http://find.macworld.com/2433
http://www.woodenbrain.com/
http://www.brattoo.com/propaganda/

