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The next meeting is on:
Wednesday

May 9,2007
in Dundas
6:30 pm

Our guest will present

NEXT EXECUTIVE MEETING...

May 14,2007
at Creative Technology

This newsletter was
produced using
InDesign CS

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Last month Darron Kew from FileMaker came
out to show us what is new with FileMaker
Pro. The web integration was great, even
connected to goggle maps. This month we
look forward to seeing the folks from Starry
Night. If you have a telescope and like looking
at the stars, then you should come out and
see what they can do.

I have more submissions for the new club
logo and they look great! I will have them at
the meeting for you to look at. Remember
Monday at noon is the dead line for
submissions. The executive will pick the top
three and we will vote at the June meeting
as to the best logo

Speaking of voting, we are also looking for nominations for the executive. As
always, all positions are open for nominations. The executive usually meets
on the Monday following the regular open meeting and we plan what we will
be doing in the coming months.

Looking ahead, mark Saturday July 21%* for the annual HACK BBQ at my

house. Once again Colin Smith from Adobe will be the presenter. He will be

showing off all the new stuff with CS3. Let me just say there will be a lot to
see.

See you all this Wednesday

Dave

NOW YOU CAN POWNLOADP
“SOUNPS OF THE OCEAN"
TO YOUR IPOP FOR
OMLY 99 CENTS...







Inkjet, Schminkjet...
By Eric Fretz

A camel’s back is broken...

I was mad as h@## and I just couldn’t take it
any more! Don’t get me wrong, I was perfectly
happy to accept the “free” inkjet printers each
time I got a new Mac (how NICE of those helpful
printer companies!). But after a decade of clogged
jets, endless cleaning cycles, putting buckets of
water next to the printer for vacation, refill spills,
and smeared printouts... it finally happened. I
returned home from deployment to find my most
recent “free” inkjet had clogged (when it stopped
working for my wife, she just gave up on it instead
of running the ink-wasting cleaning cycle, so it
was REALLY dried and clogged). I burned through
a ENTIRE full/new cartridge with no effect, and
after reading online how many others had this
problem with this printer I figured I could either
spend at least 2 hrs trying to clean it out, OR I
could make a clean break altogether.

LASER MFD, ASAP...

The central flaw in the whole inkjet printer system
is the ink, which can dry and clog the system in
several areas. Another problem is the nature of
the “have a free printer so you’ll have to buy our
outrageously costly ink for life” system (anybody
else see the pusher/drug addict analogy?) While
there are other specialized printers (thermal, wax,
etc), the other established and proven printer
engine is the Laser Printer. Instead of shooting
small drops of ink onto the paper, the laser (well,
sometimes it is just an LED) charges a drum with
a copy of your image, and then (in one or multiple
passes) transfers toner (little bits of plastic,
basically) to the paper and fuses them to the page.
(ever notice how the paper that comes out of laser
printer or copier is hot?). It’s fast, high-res, and
smudgeproof!

Laser printer technology has dropped in cost
every year since APPLE brought it to the desktop
and kicked off the desktop graphics industry in
the 90’s. Now even color laser printers can be
had for under $700. But I did not want a stand-
alone printer; I wanted to solve all my home
office issues at once. What I wanted was a Multi-
Function Device (MFD). These devices are called
4-in-1 or up to 7-in-1, depending on what they do
(print, scan, fax, and copy are the main tasks).
I did some research and found that the Epson

Acculaser CX11NF had what I wanted. It was a
stand-alone color copier with sheet feeder, a full
function stand-alone fax, a network able scanner,
and a network able printer. Better still, the local
OfficeMax had it on sale for under $800 and if I
joined their club I would get another $80 back!

My Experience...

My initial thoughts with the EPSON were that
it was well packaged and HEAVY. Hit the gym
before buying or bring a friend for setup. Since
it uses a multi-pass engine, you have to load all
four (CMYK) toner cartridges separately, but it
was pretty easy to figure out. Other than that,
setup was a breeze, no assembly required. The
included software is Mac and PC, and works quite
well. Software installation on multiple network
OS X machines was easy. I have used the Epson
now for 6 months, and it has completely taken
over for three inkjet printers, two scanners, and
Mac-based faxing. I've scanned about a hundred
documents and pictures with no problems. Copies
are a breeze -What a joy to never have to go to
Staples!! I have done tons of copying, as well as a
nice full color holiday letter and card. I am seeing
the expected costs of about 4 cents per black &
white page, and 15 cents for color (whereas inkjet
is closer to 25 cents per page). I'd give the Epson
MFD four stars out of five.

Cons and Caveats...

Lest I be accused of printing with rose-colored
glasses, there are some things about the Epson
that were less than perfect. I found the toner
cartridges that came with the unit were quite
“light” and did not last anywhere near a full cycle.
You could just buy four additional cartridges when
you get the MFD (because you will need them
relatively soon), but that will add about $200 to
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Creative Technology
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