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Adobe Photoshop Elements 4.0 for Macintosh
by  Elsa Travisano

The latest Mac version of Adobe’s top-selling 
consumer photo editing application, Photoshop 
Elements 4.0 for Macintosh, makes it easier than 
ever to correct a less-than- perfect photo and to 
browse and organize your photo collection.
Elements 4.0 for Mac adds several valuable 
features to an already robust product. 
The application includes an enhanced version of 
Adobe Bridge, the photo management software 
also used by the professional Creative Suite 
applications (Photoshop, Illustrator, GoLive and 
InDesign). And all of this comes for about $100.
Among the enhancements in Elements 4.0 for Mac 
are new brushes and tools that aren’t available in 
Photoshop CS 2. This wouldn’t be the first time 
that specific capabilities of an Adobe consumer 
product get 
the jump on 
a professional 
product, at 
least until 
that pro 
product is next 
updated. Pros 
and serious 
a m a t e u r s 
who work in 
P h o t o s h o p 
might want to 
keep Elements 
4.0 on hand to take advantage of several of these 
technologies, particularly the Magic Extractor 
tool and Skin Tone Adjustment palette.
New to Elements 4.0 for Mac are smart brushes 
for selecting parts of a photo for adjustment, and 
for extracting elements to combine in a composite 
photo or to use in scrapbooking. With the Magic 
Selection Brush you draw squiggles or dots to 
select the parts of a photo that you want to work 
with. This can make the traditionally arduous 
task of making selections a breeze, especially 
when adjacent areas have significant contrast. 
Once parts of a photo has been selected, you 
can adjust color, lighting, contrast, sharpness 
and more, using either the Standard Edit tools 
workspace or the more automated Quick Fix 
workspace (click a button on the right of the 
top Shortcuts Bar to switch between the two 
modes).
A relative of the Magic Selection Brush is the 
Magic Extractor, which relies on a series of 

smart brushes 
and erasers to 
extract a person 
or object from 
its background. 
The extracted 
object can then 
be pasted into 
another photo. 
The process is 
not instant – it 
requires several steps and a bit of skill. The “magic” 
of Magic Extractor is the way that it radically 
simplifies a task that once daunted professionals.
To use the Magic Extractor, first make a rough 
selection of the person or object in Standard Edit 
mode using the marquee, lasso or Magic Selection 
brush tool. Then go the Image menu and choose 
Magic Extractor. which opens the selection in a 

window with 
step by step 
instructions and 
a specialized 
palette of 
tools. With the 
F o r e g r o u n d 
Brush tool, use 
the now familiar 
squiggle and 
dot technique to 
indicate areas 
you want to keep, 

then switch to the Background Brush tool to mark 
the areas to be deleted. 
Add to Selection, Remove from Selection and Point 
Eraser tools let you capture all of the object’s nooks 
and crannies while eliminating the background, 
and a Smoothing Brush smooths the edges of your 
selection. Adjustable feather and defringe functions 

Mac OS 10.5 Leopard preview
Reviewed by: Daniel Drew Turner 

At the Worldwide Developers Conference 2006 in San Francisco, Apple CEO 
Steve Jobs gave the public and developers the first public look at Leopard, 
the next version of the Apple operating system, which will be available next 
spring. Though he made clear there remained many “top secret” features 
and technologies to the OS, Jobs and other Apple executives outlined a 
dozen features that will be new and improved over the current OS. 

Perhaps the most intriguing new feature for developers and end users 
alike is the Time Machine, a totally new, automatic backup and version-
control application. That might sound decidedly not sexy, but Time 
Machine marries powerful potential with an interface that makes most 
of the proposed Vista user-interface features look old hat. Selecting an 
item and invoking Time Machine replaces the standard interface with a 
starry background, a time scale on the right, and past versions of the item 
floating “behind” the current version. Users can scroll back in time and 
review past versions; when they find the desired one, they can drag it to 
the present. Time Machine can also automatically back up entire systems, 
along with any changes made to an external hard drive or a server. Apple 
claims that even if your hard drive dies, you can use Time Machine to 
restore your system to a new drive.

Another interface element, Dashboard, will also see changes in Leopard. 
In addition to a developer tool called Dashcode, which includes a visual 
HTML, CSS, and JavaScript editor and debugger, Dashboard also will 
include Web Clip, a Dashboard widget that allows users to grab portions 
of any Web page, be it a Webcam image, a top-10 list, or a comic strip, and 
create a widget. These widget update live as the Web page does.

iChat AV, Apple’s instant-messaging and videoconferencing application, 
will gain features such as multiple logins, tabbed chats, video recording, 
and invisibility. Also, the new iChat Theater feature will allow users to 
present iPhoto slide shows, Keynote presentations, QuickTime movies and 
more to their chat buddies.

Leopard will also support virtual desktops, known as Spaces. Jobs 
demonstrated with four of these and showed how you can see all of them 
at once and even drag applications from one to another.

Spotlight, Universal Access, and Mail will also be revised, with the last 
gaining stationery, notes, and systemwide To Do capabilities.

Leopard will include true 64-bit support, all the way from the lowest levels 
of the operating system to application user interfaces. This will not apply 
to most existing Intel-based Macs, though, as the Intel Core Duo supports 
only 32 bit. However, Leopard will offer full 32-bit compatibility. Jobs 
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let you soften the selected edges and remove color 
fringing. There are also controls for filling holes in 
the selected object, preview appearance and tool 
options. Once you’ve extracted the object from its 
background to your satisfaction, it’s ready to be 
copied and pasted wherever you choose.
Skin tone photo
Another notable addition to Elements 4.0 for Mac is 
skin tone adjustment. The Adjust Color for Skin 
Tones window gives controls for improving the color of 
skin tones, either in an entire photo or a selected area. 
The controls are found under the Enhance menu. To 
get there, go to Enhance > Adjust Color > Adjust Color 
for Skin Tones, which opens a new window. Click on 
a person’s skin with the eyedropper tool, then adjust 

sliders for Tan, Blush and Ambient Light Temperature. 
Make sure you have the Preview box checked so you 
can monitor your changes. If you don’t like your initial 
results, click on a different skin tone and adjust until 
you’re satisfied.
Other improvements include WYSIWIG (What You See 
Is What You Get) font menus that not only display a 
sample of each type face in the pull down menu, but 
also indicate whether the font is PostScript, TrueType 
or Open Type.
The Tools palette adds a Straighten tool and the Quick 
Fix workspace adds an automatic Red Eye Fix button.
You can order Kodak prints, photo books, cards 
and calendars from your photos in Adobe Bridge by 
choosing Tools > Photoshop Services. Adobe Bridge 
also lets you save searches, browse multiple file types, 
and search your photos by metadata.
Information on all of the new and enhanced features 
in Elements 4.0 for Mac, with links to instructions for 
using each new feature, is buried somewhat unhelpfully 
in the Help menu under Help > Photoshop Elements 
Help > Getting Started > New Features > What’s New 
and >What’s Changed. A direct link to these two pages 
from the startup screen would be welcome, especially 
for users who don’thave “always on” internet access.
All in all, Elements 4 for Mac is a very appealing 
purchase for first-time photo editors and for users 

of previous versions of Photoshop Elements. If you’re 
using Photoshop Elements 2 or earlier and your Mac 
meets the application’s modest system requirements 

(Mac OS 10.3 and above), upgrading 
to the current version is highly 
recommended.
If you’re using Elements 3 for Mac and 
are on the fence about upgrading, take 
a look at Adobe’s 4.0 vs 3.0 feature 
comparison chart at http://www.
adobe.com/products/photoshopelmac/ 
to help you decide. For me, the Magic 
Selection brush, skin tone adjustment 
and Magic Extractor tools make the 
upgrade a no-brainer. 

Photoshop Elements 4.0 for Macintosh
System requirements: PowerPC G3, G4 or G5 
processor, Mac OS 10.3 or 10.4, 256 MB RAM, 750 
MB of available hard drive space, 1024x768 16 bit 
display, CD-ROM drive.

also mentioned that Leopard will be a “complete 
package,” with applications currently in beta, 
such as Boot Camp, and previously separate 
applications all bundled as one. Jobs also said 
Leopard will offer a new level of parental controls 
and that the iCal calendaring application will gain 
full multiuser abilities, although neither app was 
demonstrated at the conference.
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Tiger Tip - Pop-up Dictionary

A handy behind-the scenes Oxford dictionary and 
Thesaurus resides in both Safari and Mail. In 
either application you can access the dictionary 
by hitting Command-control-D. Mouse over any 
word then hit and hold Command-control-D and 
the dictionary will appear. You can then select 
Thesaurus from the pop-up window. Keep holding 
down the Command and control keys and you can 
now mouse over any word in your document and 
the dictionary will provide the definition.

The next meeting is on:
Wednesday 

September 13, 2006
in Dundas

6:30 P.M.

Matt 
Kenney

from

     LaCie        	

HACK is a member of

NEXT EXECUTIVE 
MEETING…

September 18, 2006
at Alan’s

This newsletter was 
produced using
InDesign CS

COMING MEETINGS…
October 11, 2006
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george.vance@burgeonvest.com Wow what a summer. Thanks to everyone 
that could come out to the BBQ at 
my house. I think it was the best one 
yet. Colin did a great job of showing 
us all how the police can retrieve a 
blurry license plate from a photo using 
Photoshop and a special plug-in only 
the police can use. Wray and Kaela from 
IC Supercomputers came and brought 
Buffalo burgers, Yum. They sure went 
fast, and tasted great. We had lots to eat 
thanks to the people that brought their 
specialty from appetizers to salad and 
desert. The event was once again broadcast over the internet, 
thanks to Colin and my ISP, Speedway Wireless. 

The big news is that I have taken over Creative Technology in 
Burlington. Both Don Nicklin and Larry Hines are staying on in 
the roles they have been doing, but Mike has left as he built a 
new home in the London area. For the club this should be good 
news, I hope to be able to make contact with several company 
representatives that can come out to do a presentation. I have 
made arrangements with Matt Kenney from Lacie to come to 
the September meeting. I am also hoping to get a professional 
Final Cut Suite user in to show us that application. I will also 
try to find a person from a printer company. 

On a more somber note, it is with great regret that I tell you 
that Jim Foster, President of the Macintosh Users East and 
CCUG member has passed away. Jim was very involved in 
the Mac community and he has been the Regional Liaison for 
Canada for the last couple of years. I have never met Jim but 
Alan Adams has had the delight in knowing and working with 
Jim. I know he will be sadly missed by all that knew him, and 
the Mac community has lost a great advocate.

See you all this Wednesday

Dave

HACKette

http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshopelmac
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshopelmac
http://reviews.cnet.com/Apple_Boot_Camp_beta/4505-3672_7-31826794.html?tag=txt

